
DISABLED AMERICAN VETERANS
SPACE COAST CHAPTER 123,\nc,

400_South $ykes Creek parhray
Merritt lsland, Florida g2g5?

CONSTITUTION AND BYLAWS

coltsTtTuTtoN

Article I-NAME

The name of this Chapter shall be Disabled American Veterans, Space Coast Chapter123,lnc.
A':tiSte I-PURPOSE

The purpose of this Chapter is fulfilling our promise to the men and women who served
3.nd to support the program of the OisibteO'nmerican Veterans as defined in the
National Constitution and Bylaws.

Articte il|,-MEMBERSH|p

Membership in this Chapter shall conform to the requirements as set forth in the
National Constitution and Bylaws. There shall be no associate, special or honorary
membership in this Chapter.

Articte |V-ADM|N ISTRAT|ON

$ection 1.: The administrative affairs of this Chapter shall be vested in the Executive
Committee in emergengies only, and alt other actions of the Cna[teifxecutive
Committee must be ratified by a majority vote of those Chapter *"rn"ir present andvoting at the next regular Chapter meeting. ' -' -

Section 2: The Chapter Executive Committee shall be composed of the Commander,
Senior Vice Commander, Junior Vice Commander(s), Treasurer anoany other electedChapter officers.

Section 3: At the time specified in the Chapter Bylaws, the Chapter shall elect annualy
a commander, SeniorVice Commander, iuniorVi"" dor*rni"i1rj ,no, Treasurer.
Such other officers as may be necessary to operate the Chapt"r niry n" appointed bythe Commander, with the approval of th6 Chapter. Neither the chapiei co**rnder norany Chapter Vice Commander may serve as Chapter Adjutant or treisurer.

Article V:Executive

The executive power of this Chapter shall be vested in the Chapter Commander.
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Articte Vt-AUXtLtARy

Jnf cnanter recognizes a DAV Auxiliary, subject to such supervision as conforms to the
National and Department constitution and Bylaws of both organizations.

This Constitution may be amended at any Chapter meeting by a vote of two-thirds of
1!o!" Chapter members present and voting, subject to approval of the Department and
National Judge Advocates, and effective only after the diie of said approval, provided
that any such amendment is read at two (2) meetings and that all Cn#ter members
were notified of the-proposed change prior to each of fire two (2) meetinjs and that all
members were notified of the proposed change, utilizing the cuirent metf,od in use by
the Chapter to post meeting notices or other news for Ciapte, ,"rn"ir prior to each of
the two (2) meetings. Such notice may be by USPS, electronic mail, or social media
developed and maintained by the Chapter.

BYLAWS

Article I
AUTHORTTY

Under the authority of Article 6, Section 6.2, of the National Bylaws of the Disabled
American Veterans_(DAV), a Federal Corporation, and Article X of the Bylaws of the
DAV Department of Florida, there has been and continues to be established the DAV
Space Coast Chapter 123, located at the Brevard County Veterans Memorial Center,
400 South Sykes C1e.ek Parkway, Merritt lsland, Florida, AZ}S2. These Bylaws are
promulgatgd as provided byArticle g, Section g.1, of the DAV National Byiaws, and
Article X of the DAV Department of Ftorida Bylaws.

Article ll
ALLEGIANCE

This Chapter recognizes the National Organization known as the Disabled American
V-gterans, lncorporated by Act of CongreJs, and the DAV Oepa*ment of Florida, and
1ffirms its allegiance and subordination to the DAV National Oiganization and the DAV
Department of Florida, their Constitutions and Bylaws, and aii rules, mandates, and
regulations promulgated pursuant thereto. Upon dissolution of this Chapter, any assets
remaining after payment of its debts shall be distributed in accordance witf, Article 6,
Section 6.4, Paragraphs 5 and 6, of the National Bylaws, and ORV Oepartment oi
Florida Bylaws.
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Article lll
MEMBERSHIP

1. Eligibility for membership in this Chapter shall be in accordance with Articlelll of the DAV National Constitution, as it cunently exists or is hereafter amended

Section 2. There shall be no form of class of membership other than life membership as
herein provided. Honorary and "stand-By,' memberships are prohibiteJ.-

Section 3. The cost of membership in this Chapter shall be in accordance with Article
1 1, Sections 1 1 .4 and 1 1.g of the DAV National byhws.

Section 4. The membership year shall start on July 1st and shafl expire at midnight of
the following June 30th.

$ection 5. No membershall, by vidue of membership, acquire any property rights or anypresent or existing right in or to any property, which tris cnaitir may now have or
hereafter acquire. There shall not bg a.ny reiund of any payments upon resignation,
transfer, expulsion, or any other termination of membership'ininis Chafiter. No member
shall receive any money or other thing of value because oi any services rendered to the
Chapter, as a member, officer, or othlrwise, unless the same is speciflcally authorized
by this Chapter.

Section 6. A member in good standing is one who is current in his life membership
payments, has no u,npaid obligations to the Chapter or other DAV organizations, and ilnot the subject of any disciplinary proceedings that may resuTt in memfiership
termination.

Article lV
MEETINGS

Section 1. The Chapter shall hold at least one General Membership meeting each
month. Unless otherwise announced on the Chapter web site, this meeting shalibe onthe second Thursday of the month at 12:00 RU at the Brevard County Veterans
Memorial Center..The Chapter may have other events by a vote of the Cirapter at a
General Membership meeting for the purpose of holding a 

-social 
gathering, for a special

event, or for other 9.o99 cause. By a vote of the chipter at icenerJl Membership
meeting., a scheduled Chapter meeting or meetings may be suspendeO or cancelled for
a specific reason.

Section ?- The Chapter Commander may call special meetings when deemed
necessary, or when requested in writing by at least ten members in g6od standing in the
Chapter.

Section 3. The call for any special meeting shalt specifically state the purpose for which
it is called. No other business other than that specified in t-he call shail be transacted at
the special meeting.
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S,ectiotUl. Notice of any special meeting shall posted on the Chapter's web site, at least
fifteen days prior to the meeting, statingthe meeting,s time, place, and purpose.

$ection 5. A quorum at any regutarly scheduled Chapter meeting shall consist of at
Ieast. sevgn Chapter members in good standing. A quorum for a jpecial meeting shall
consist of at least ten Chapter members in good standing.

Sectign 6. Any member of anothel. DAV Chapter in good standing may attend any
meeting of this Chapter. They shall have no voting irgfits or othel privileges at th6
meeting. No visiting member, except Department oi Nitional Officers, shalispeak on
any subject under debate or discussion without permission of the Chapter Commander
or a majority vote of the chapter members present at the meeting.

Article V
oFFfcERS AND THE|R,DUT|ES

$ection 1. The elected Officers of this Chapter shall be the Commander, Senior Vice
Commander, Junior Vice Commander, Treasurer, Chaplain, and three Executive
Committeemen.

Section 2. The appointed Officers of this Chapter shall be the Adjutant, Judge Advocate,
Sergeant-at-Arms, Benefits Protection Team Leader, Newsletier Editor,-Webmaster,
Senior Service Officer, and Service Officers. The Chapter Commander shall appoint the
f_oregoing Officers, and any assistants as required, who shall be approved by the
Chapter members prior to assuming their duties.

$ection 3. The Chapter Commander, or in his absence the next highest Officer, as
delineated in Section 4 of this Article, shall preside at all Chapter r6gular or special
meetings. He shall maintain order and dispatch such business as miy legally come
before him. The Commander shall perform all other duties that may reaioniUly be
assumed to be incidental to his office, including those set forth in these Bylaws, the
Official DAV Ritual, the DAV Chapter Officers Guide, and such other dutieb tnai tne
Chapter may laMully delegate to him.

Q-ectiqq 4. The Senior Vice Commander, Junior Vice Commander, Treasurer, and
Chaplain, in the order named, shall perform the duties of the Commander in the event of
his absence, or if he should die, resign, or be removed, until his successor is elected.

Section 5. The Senior Vice Commander shall perform his duties in accordance with the
DAV Chapter Officers Guide. Unless otherwise directed by the Chapter, he shall be
Chairman of the Membership Committee. The Chapter Commander miy appoint one or
more Chapter members to be on this committee. He shall handte all 

'corr6spondence

pertaining to membership, such as the membership list, continuous service awards,
recruiting awards, and all other matters pertaining to Chapter membership.

Sgction 6. The Junior Vice Commander shall perform his duties in accordance with the

4



DAV Chapter Officers Guide. Unless othenruise directed by the Chapter, he shall beChairman of the Forget-Me-Not Committee. The Ghapter Commander may appoint oneor more Chapter members to be on this committee.

Section 7. The Treasurer shall perform his duties in accordance with the DAV Chapterofficers Guide. He shall receive and immeoiatety deposit ar crrapter funds in theChapte/s bank account without deductions or offsei*. He shall make authorized
disbursements by check. All checks in any amount must be sijned by two of thefollowing four officers: Chapter Commander, Senior Vice Commlnder, Adjutant andTreasurer' He shall keep a syste_m of accounts approved by the Chapter, and shallpreserve all receipts and checks for payments made. He may use the services of theon-line feature(s) of the Chapter's bahk, such as check iJsuN!, obtaining .rrr"nibalances on the account, and other routine banking services. fie shall irovioe amonthly published 

leport*of receipts and expenditures io the Chapter not later than thefirst regulady scheduled Chapter General Membership meeting toilowing the last day ofthe previous calendar month. He shall submit a semi-anriual report, audited andapproved by the Chapter Audit Committee, not later than the first regularly scheduled
Chapter General Membership meeting following each semi-annual period enOing on the
last day of June and December, He shal! submit an annua! report, on forms proJided bythe National Headquarters, as of each June 30th to the DAV b"pirt*ent of Florida andthe DAV National Headquarters, in accordance with Article'g, Section g.3 of the
National-Bylaws and Article lX of. the DAV Department of Florida Bylaws. He strattsubmit IRS Form 990-N not later than 15 November of each year. Th6 Chapter Audit
Committee shall perform a complete audit of the Chapter's finances at any time the
position of Treasurer is vacated.

$Cdi9[!- The Chaplain shall perform his duties in accordance with the Official DAV
Ritual and the DAV Chapter Officers Guide. Unless otherwise directed by the Chafter,he shall be the Chairman of the Hospital Visitation Committee. The Chdptei
Commander may appoint one or more Chapter members to be on this commiilee. He
shall be responsible for encouraging attendance at all DAV-conducted funerals and for
the proper conduct thereof,

gb!-!' The Executive Committeemen shall serye as foltows: Annually, one
Executive Committeeman shall be elected for the three-year term, The current
Executive Committeeman holding the three-year term shall tfren noU the two-year term,
and the Executive Committeeman holding ihe two-year term shall then hold the one-year term. The Executive Committeemen shall provide advice on issues under
consideration at the Executive Committee meetings.

999tion 10' The Adjutant shall perform his duties in accordance w1h the DAV Chapter
Officers Guide. He,shall keep a true, historical, and complete record of all business
conducted by the Chapter, and publish the Agenda for, and the Minutes of, each
Chapter and Executive Committee meeting. He shall conduct all necessary Chapter
correspondence, other than that of Membership and Finance.

Section 1 1. The Judge Advocate, at the request of the Chapter Commander, shall give
an opinion upon all parliamentary questions, upon any quesiion arising from any dis[ute
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upon the floor 9J 1!" meeting, or-concerning the interpretation of the Chapter, DAV
Depa(ment of Florida, or National Organizatidn Bylaws. Upon receipt of his opinion, the
Commander (or presiding officer) shall announce his ruling or decision, which need notbe in accordance with the opinion of the Judge Advocate.-Such rulint or decision shall
be final and binding. upo..n the Chapter unlesslt is overruled by twotnilos or the Chaptei
members in good standing at that time, or if it is reversed upon an appeal taken to the
next higher governing body within thirty days of such ruling oi decision.

!gqtg!=1Z. The Sergeant-at-Arms shall perform his duties in accordance with the
official DAV Ritual and the DAV chapter officers Guide.

Section 13. The Benefits Protection Team Leader shall keep the Chapter informed of,
and make recommendations on, current local, state, or national Veterans in accordance
with DAV State and National guidelines. The Chapter Commander may appoint one or
more Chapter members to assist the Legislative Oificer.

Section 14. The Newsletter Editor shall collect information and data from Chapter
officers and from other sources for each time the Chapter Newsletter is published.'He
shall compile and edit such information and data for space available, ac6eptable form,
and meaningful content for the Chapter membership. H'e shatl maintain a permanent file
of all Chapter publications, in both hard copy and electronic formats. He shall submit the
newsletter, in electronic format, to the Chapter Webmaster for inclusion on the
Chapter's web site, and shall mail the newsleiter to all Chapter members who have
indicated that they want a hard copy of newsletter. The Cirapter Commander may
appoint one or more chapter members to assist the Newsletter Editor.

Section 15. The Chapter Webmaster shall maintain the Chapter's on-line web site. He
shall include on this web site the current and next previous edition of the Chapter
Newsletter (see Section 15 above), appropriate news items concerning the Chapter
from the DAV State Department and the National Organization, and any other items
deemed of interest to the Chapter's membership, e.g,, a list of Chapter Offiters, Minutes
of the Chapter's Executive Committee and General Membership meetings, scheduled
Chapter events, and a listing of candidates recommended by th6 

'Nominating

Committee for the next election of Chapter Officers. The Chaptei Commander ma!
appoint one or more chapter members to assist the webmaster.

9pction 16. The Senior Service Officer shall schedule the periods of duty of the
Chapter's Service Officers, and shall make a report of Service Officer activities at each
Executive Committee and General Membership meeting.

Section 17. Chapter Service Officers shall advise and assist veterans and/or their
dependent(s) in the technical preparation of their claims for benefits from the
Department of Veterans Affairs.

seclion 17a. All chapter service officers must be DAV Life Members.

Section 17b. All current and prospective Chapter Service Officers must undergo training
and be certified annually by the DAV Department of Florida.
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$e..ction 17c. All current and prospective Chapter Service Officers who complete $ervice
Officer training aJ C_hapter expense are obligated to serve one year from the date of
appointment, and will sign a statement to thatlffect prior to attending training.

section 17d. The Chapter Commander shall appoint each Chapter Service officer, for a
one-year period, upon completion of the required training and certification. The General
Membership shall approve the appointments of all servicL officers.

egg!on-:Ze. A non-certified Chapter member may neither act as a Chapter Service
.Qfficer, nor_sign nor submit any veteran's claim for benefits from the Department of
Veterans Affairs.

Section.17f. Chapter Service Officers shall make no statement to any veteran andlor a
veteran's dependent(s)_concerning tfre probability that a claim ,ry Ue approved, in
whole or in part, by the Department of Veterans Afiairs.

Sqcjion 179. Chapter Service Officers shall make no judgment as to the truth of a
veteran or a veteran's dependent(s) claim for benefits from [he Oepartment of Veterans
Affairs.

Section 17h. Chapter Service Officers shall notify the Senior Service Officer of any
expected absences, or when an emergency prohibits the Chapter Service Officer from
performing his or her scheduled duty; if the Senior Service Ofircer is not available, the
chapter service officer shall contact the Adjutant or the commander.

Section 17i' The Chapter Commander may remove any Chapter Service Officer for
violation of these policies, for failure to meet his scheduled service period(s) on a
consistent basis, or for any other cause adversely affecting the service mission.' 

'

Section 18. ln addition to the foregoing Sections 3-17, each Chapter Service Officer
shall faithfully perform such other duties as may be properly assigned to him by the
chapter, the senior service officer, or the chapter commander.

Section 19, Any Chapter member may hold only one elective office within the Chapter at
one..time. A Chapter delegate to a District, Department, or National Convention is not
holding an "elective office" within the. meaning of this Section. An elective Officer may
also be an appointive Officer and vice vbrsa, except that neither the Chapte?
Commander nor the Vice Commanders may be the Adlutant or the Treasurer. The
same person may be the Adjutant and Treasurer.

Section 20. Each Chapter member, by accepting any elective or appointive Chapter
office, agrees that his services shall be rendered gratuitously, and tnbi ne shall noi be
entitled to reimbursement for any sums incurred or spent, uniess expressly authorized
by the Chapter at a regularly scheduled Chapter General Membership meeting, o;
authorized by the annual Ghapter budget approved by the Chapter at a General
Membership meeting. No Committee Chairman, Committeeman, ihapter Officer, or
other Chapter member shall have the power or authority to incur any expense or
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obligation, or to bind this Chapter to expend any monies. Chapter Officers shall not
spend any monies_ 

-unless specifically authorized by the Chapter at a regularly
scheduled General Membership meeting, or authorizeci by the annual Chapter 6;#t
approved by the chapter at a General Membership meeting.

sgqtion 21- Each Chapter member, !y accepting any elective or appointive chapter
office, agrees to perform the duties of such omce to ihe best of his abitity, to act ano
conduct himself in such a manner at all times and places as shall reflect bredit on the
DAV, to enforce and sustain the Bylaws of this Chapter, the DAV Department of Florida,
and the DAV National Organization, and when his successor has been duly electeO oi
appointed, to surrender to him, without notice or demand, all the recordi and other
property of the chapter in his possession or under his control.

Article Vl
COMMITTEES

Section 1. The Standing Committees of the Chapter, in addition to those listed in
Articles V and Vll of these Bylaws, shall be the Welfare/Sickness and Distress
Committee, Program Committee, Audit Committee, and Finance Committee.

Section 2. The Chapter Commander, except as othenuise expressly provided in these
Bylaws or as directed by the Chapter^membership, shatt appoint ihe membership of
each Committee and designate the Chairperson unless specifically noted in these
pvlayvs' He may serve as ex-officio member of all Committeei appoin[ed by him 

"*""pithe Audit Comrnittee and the Nominating Committee (See Section'2 of n*icle Vtt1.

Sgction 3. Welfare/Sickness and Distress. The Chapter Chaplain shall be the Chairman
of this Committee. The Committee shall keep itseif informed as to public and private
agencies and organizations that can offer temporary or permanent assistance to
disabled veterans and/or their dependents, and to aisist such persons in securing
proper and adequate aid and assistance. The Executive Committee as set forth in th6
By-laws, may make emergency, one-time, grants in any individual case of not more
than $200.00, if within the amount budgeteO Uy tne Chipter for such purposes. This
disbursement is required to be presented to the membership for approval at the next
general membership meeting. The Committee may refer sucn vei6rans and/or their
dependents to one. of the Chapter Service Officers if tney require assistance in filing for
VA disability benefits or pensions.

Seclion 4' Plogram Committee. This Committee shall secure speakers on other than
partisan political issues or labor issues. The Committee shall arange for and conductthe Chapter Officers' lnstallation Ceremony. The Committee may recommend
entertainment for Chapter meetings and other Chapter affairs, with the ipproval of the
Chapter for any expenditure of Chapter monies, uniess atready approved in the annual
Chapter budget.

$ection 5. Finance Committee. This Committee shall prepare a proposed annual budget
for the next DAV Fiscal Year, to include Operating and Forget-ivte-Not funds, based-on
State and National guidelines. The Committee shall submii ttre budget to the Chapter
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Executive Committee at- its May meeting" After review by the Chapter Executive
Committee, the Finance Committee shall piesent it to the Chapter Geneial Membership
no later than the next regularly scheduled Chapter General Membership Meeting for
revisions and/or adoption.

Section 6. Audit Committee. The Audit Committee shall consist of at least three Chapter
members, excluding_ the Chapter Commander, Senior Vice Commander, Treasurer,
Adjutant, Finance Committee mem.pep, and any assistants to the foregoing, ii
appropriate. The Committee shall audit the semi-annual Treasurer's report, anO it found
true and correct, approve the report. The committee shall conduct the annual audit of
the report required by Section 10.3 of the DAV Department of Florida Bylaws. The
Committee shall also examine the records and files oi the Adjutant, and ma'ke a report
thereon to the chapter at least once in each semi-annual period.

Article Vll
NOMINATIONS AND ELECTIONS

9ection 1' The regular annual election of Chapter Officers and one three-year Executive
committeeman shall be held at the April General Membership meeting.

Section 2. A Nominating Committee consisting of at least three Chapter members in
good standing shall be. elected by lh9 membership at a general membership meeting
not later than the regularly scheduled General Membership meeting in Febiuary. ThE
committee shall canvas the Chapter membership for those memberi in good stinding
willing to serve as Chapter Officers and Executive Committeemen for the iollowing y""r]
All persons nominated must have agreed to serve if elected. The committee shall
present a slate of nominees at the regularly scheduled General Membership meeting in
March. The committee shall provide the slate of nominees to the Chapter'Webmalter
for publication on the Chapter web site, and to the Chapter Newsietter Editor for
inclusion in the Chapter Newsletter published prior to the April General Membership
meeting.

Section 3. The Chapter members in good standing present at the regularly scheduled
April General Membership meeting shall vote on tne s6te of candidatei tor bfficers and
Executive Committeemen for the following year as presented by the Nominating
Committee, plus any nominations from the flooi ny Chapter members in good standin{
A majority of votes cast shall be required to ebtt a candidate for Chapter Officer Jr
Executive Committeeman.

$ection 4. ln the event of a vacancy of any elective office, nominations and election to
fill such vacancy. may be _made it tne next regularly scheduled Chapter General
Membership meeting. Only Chapter members in good stdnding may be nominated.

Sqction 5. The Chapter shall nominate Chapter delegates and alternates to the State or
National Conventions at the regularly scheduled General Membership meeting, which is
at least 15 days prior to the opening date of the Convention. Chapter members
nominated must be in good standing. A majority of votes cast shall be required to elect
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a State or National Convention delegate or alternate. The Chapter shall reimburse each
delegate and alternate to a State or National Convention for mileage, meals, registration
fee, rental car and lodging, with the amount of reimbursement to be determined for each
Convention (see Section 6 below). Each delegate and alternate to a State or National
convention must attend the Convention full time, and make a report to the Chapter at
the General Membership in order to obtain reimbursement for Convention expenses; a
joint report by the delegates and alternates shall meet this requirement for a specific
Convention. Each delegate must provide receipts for lodging, the registration fee, and a
statement of miles driven for reimbursement for these expenses.

Section 6. Registration fees and expenses for mileage, meals, rental car and lodging
that are not included in the Chapter's annual budget for State and National
Conventions, the DAV Department of Florida Mid-Winter Conference, other State or
District meetings, Service Officer training, or other meetings or training authorized by
the Chapter shall be recommended by the Chapter Executive Committee and voted on
at a regularly scheduled General Membership meeting.

Section 7. Officers and Executive Committeemen elected at the regularly scheduled
General Membership meeting in April shall be installed at the next succeeding General
Membership meeting, Officers and Executive Committeemen elected to fill vacancies
shall be installed at the same meeting at which they were elected.

Article Vlll
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

Section 1. Members of the Chapter Executive Committee shall be the Chapter
Commander, Vice Commanders, Treasurer, Adjutant, Chaplain, Judge Advocate,
Senior Service Officer, Benefits Protection Team Leader, Newsletter Editor,
Webmaster, Executive Committeemen, and the immediate Chapter Past Commander,
who shall automatically be a member Ex-Officio. lf the immediate Chapter Past
Commander is unable to perform his duties as an Ex-Officio member of the Executive
Gommittee, the next previous Chapter Past Commander assumes this position. The
Chapter Commander shall serve as the Chairman of the Executive Committee. ln the
event an Executive Committee member holds more than one position, he shall have
only one vote on any matter brought before the Executive Committee.

Section 2. The purpose of the Chapter Executive Committee shall be to provide a forum
for discussion of business affairs of the Chapter, and to make recommendations of
actions deemed beneficial to the Chapter. The Chapter membership, at a regularly
scheduled General Membership or specially called meeting, shall have the sole power
to approve or disapprove, in whole or in part, the Chapter Executive Committee's
recommendations.

Section 3. The Executive Committee shall hold one regularly scheduled meeting each
month, unless otherwise approved by the Chapter membership at a regularly scheduled
General Membership meeting or a specially called meeting. This meeting must be held
at least one week prior to the day of the regularly scheduled General Membership
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Seclion 4. The Executive Committee shall make recommendations to the Chapter from
time to time which it believes will be of benefit to the Chapter. (See Section 2 above)
Upon referral to the Executive Committee by a majority vote of the members at a
regularly scheduled General Membership meeting, the Committee shall consider and
make recommendations to the members concerning expenditure of Chapter monies not
already authorized by the annual Chapter budget, fund raising projects, any agreements
or contracts, and any other issue referred to the Committee. Unless othenruisL directed
!V tne Chapter membership in its referral of an issue to the Executive Committee, the
Committee shall provide its recommendation on each issue at the next regularly
scheduled General Membership meeting.

Section 5. The Chapter Executive Committee shall also act as a Resolutions
Committee. Upon referral to the Executive Committee by a majority vote of the
members at a regularly scheduled General Membership meeting, or on its own initiative,
the Committee shall consider and make recommendations to the members concerning
any resolutions, regardless of the resolution's source, e.g., the Chapter membershifi
the DAV Department of Florida, or the National Organization. Unless otherwise directed
!V tne Chapter membership in its referral of a resolution to the Chapter Executive
Committee, the Committee shall provide its recommendation on the resolution at the
next regularly scheduled General Membership meeting.

Section 6. ln the event the Chapter Executive Committee fails to make a
recommendation on any matter referred to it within 30 days or requests additional time
to study the matter, _the Chapter membership, by a majority vote at a regularly
scheduled or special General Membership meeting, may act upon such matter withoui
the recommendation of the Executive Committee.

$ection 7. The minutes of each meeting of the Chapter Executive Committee shall be
made available in written form, and the Adjutant shall read them at the next regularly
scheduled Chapter General Membership meeting, unless waived by vote of tn6
members present at the General Membership meeting. The Chapter members must
approve by majority vote at a regularly scheduled or special General Membership
meeting any recommendations and actions taken by the Executive Committee. After the
minutes are read, any Chapter member may request that any part thereof be discussed
or voted upon separately.

Section B. Any one or more of the three Executive Committeemen may be removed
from office and the vacancy filled as provided in Article lX, Section 1 below.
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meeting. Unless otherwise specified, the regularly scheduled meeting shall be held at
the Brevard County Veterans Memorial Center on the first Thursday oieach month. The
Chairman may call special meetings. Three members of the Executive Committee may
request a special m.eeting in writing to the Chairman. The Chairman shall provide notice
of the time and place of each special meeting by email or telephonically to each
member of the Executive Committee not less than 48 hours prior to ifre scneOuled time
for the meeting. A majority of the Executive Committee members shall constitute a
quorum.



Article lX
RE$TR|CTIONS ANp MISCEf-LANEOUS

Section 1. The Chapter membership may direct that notice be sent to any elected or
appointed Chapter Officer who has failed to attend two consecutive regularly scheduled
meetings of the Chapter, unexcused, or in the opinion of the Chapter membership is not
fulfilling the duties of his office, such notice stating that at the next regularly scheduled
General Membership meeting, the matter of his recallfrom office shall be considered. At
the meeting set forth in the notice, the Chapter membership, by a twothirds vote of the
members present, may declare such office vacant and such officer recalled. lf an
elective officer, his office shall be filled by nomination and election at the same meeting.
lf an appointive officer, the Chapter Commander shall appoint another member to fill
such vacancy with the approval of the rnajority of the Chapter members present at such
meeting.

Section 2. Robert's Rules of Order, current edition, shall be used to govern meetings of
this Chapter in all cases where they are applicable, provided they are consistent with
the Constitution and Bylaws of this Chapter, the DAV Department of Florida, and the
National Organization.

Sectipn 3. The order of business at any regularly scheduled Chapter meeting shall be
as prescribed in the Official DAV Ritual, and as the needs of the Chapter may
necessitate.

Section 4. There shall be no voting by proxy. Only Chapter members present and in
good standing shall be entitled to vote on any question.

Section 5. The presiding officer at any Chapter meeting shall be entitled to vote only in
case of a tie, or when voting is by a written ballot.

Section 6. Payment of life membership payments and being in arrears in life
membership paymente by Chapter members shall be governed by Article 1't, Section
11.4 of the National Bylaws.

Seclion 7. Each member accepting or retaining membership in this Chapter agrees to
be bound by the Bylaws of this Chapter, the DAV Department of Florida, and the
National Organization, now in force or hereafter adopted or amended.

Section 8. All disciplinary actions taken or commenced against members, Officers, or
Executive Committeemen shall be in accordance with Article 16 of the National Bylaws.

Section L Except as othennrise expressly provided in the National Bylaws, this Chapter
shall not sponsor or engage in, directly or indirectly, any fund-raising or finance project
without the prior approval of the DAV Department of Florida,

Section 10. This Chapter shall not conduct a fund-raising drive or project in the territory
of any other Chapter unless the prior written approval required by Section 9 above is
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obtained. This Chapter shall at all times strictly comply with alt provisions of the National
and DAV Department of Florida Bylaws concerning fund-raising drives or projects, and
shall neither sponsor nor conduct, directly or indirectly, any lottery in the name of using
any part of the name of the DAV or its initials.

Section 11,. The name of this Chapter or of the DAV must not be used in connection
with, nor shall the Chapter enter into or engage in, any political, sectarian, or labor
dispute, nor in any matter not directly relating to wartime service-disabled veterans;
provided, however, that nothing in this section shall prohibit this Chapter from
participating in political issues that have a direct bearing upon the welfare or citizens, as
a whole.

Sectiqn 12. Whenever used in these Bylaws, and the context so requires, the masculine
shall include the feminine, and the singular include plural, and vice versa. The initials*DAV", whenever used herein, refer to the "Disabled American Veterans".

Section 13. The Chapter shall neither obtain nor use a Credit or Debit card for general
Chapter use.

Section 14. Any member, in good standing, of DAV Chapter 123 who has a grievance
against the Chapter must present the grievance in writing, signed by the aggrieved
party(s) to the Chapter Executive Committee. The written grievance shall contain a
remedy for the alleged grievance. The Chapter Executive Committee shall receive and
justify the grievance for review. After careful consideration of the facts and information
presented, the Chapter Executive Committee shall make a recommendation to the
membership at the next general membership meeting for the membership to vote to
approve or disapprove the recommendation. lf the member wishes to appeal the
decision of the membership, therl would appeal to the Department Executive Director,
who would decide whether or not the grievance warrants review or investigation at a
higher level.

Article X
EFFECTIVE DATE AND AMENDMENTS

Section 1. These Bylaws shall be effective upon adoption by a two-thirds vote of
Chapter members in good standing present and voting and approval by the DAV
Department of Florida and the National Organization Judge Advocates.

Section 2. These Bylaws may be amended only by having the proposed amendment
submitted and read at one regularly scheduled Chapter General Membership meeting,
and adopted by a two-thirds vote of the Chapter members in good standing present and
voting. Notice of proposed Bylaw changes shall be published in the Chapter's next
newslefter and on the Chapter's web site, and again voted on at the next regularly
scheduled Chapter General Membership meeting, with approval required by two-thirds
of the Chapter members in good standing present and voting.
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Section 3. To the extent to which the provisions of these Bylaws may at any time be or
become inconsistent with the provision of the Constitution and Bylaws, and lawful
mandates, decisions, and regulations of either the DAV Department of Florida or the
National Organization, as now in force or as hereafter amended, these Bylaws shall be
deemed amended, as to conform thereto.

Remainder of page blank
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cERTtFtCATtON OF ADOPT|ON

These Bylaws were adopted by the DAV Space Coast Chapter 12g,4OO South Sykes Creek
Parkrvay, Merritt lsland, Florida. lndividual changes were adopted at various General
Membership meetings
subject to the approval
Advocates.

ATTEST

APPROVED:

throughout cY 2ue-2019 and consolidated in this update. Bylaws
of the DAV Department of Florida and the National organization Judge

e
William E. Commander

t( LOZO
Date

Grooten, Chapter Adjutant

APPROVED:

t4l.rl,r,/. t
DAV National Judge Advocate of Florida J Advocate

I CERTIFY that the within constitution
and/or by-laws does not conflict with
those of the National Organization,
and to that extent, is approved subject

letter of

l" $- ,.
to my

Date: *
DAV National Judge Advocate


